— _— __—_— = 


[5 Ep 


i| 


THE EPISTLE| 
THAT IOHAN STVRz 
199,09 man of grea afler- 
Inge and wgement, ſent] 
co the Lardynalles anc 
[p2clates, that were cy0- 
AX in and appointed by thc 
ByſNop of Rome, to. 

ſcrche out the abu. 


Ne: of the churs 
be, Trane 
"wes in - 
to en- 
glyſſhe by Ry# 
chard Mos 
ryſine, 
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one orion _ rea : 


avis" gi IO tres 
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Cardynalles and pzelates appoitt= 
ted to lerche oute the abuſyons of _ 


 thechurche, lendeth grtetyng, 
AF zEOVR BOKE 
8 y F4 d wiptten at the com- 

aundement of the 
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zeſtauryng of re- 
ligion, beinge bzought vnto vs this 
_ laſtemoneth, yzeddyuers men to 
lpeake dyyerſely of yo, Ind all be 
ft ]thinke you onght lytel to paſſe, 
what euery man ſayth of theſeyour 
deuples, yet excepte men wyſe and 
lerneddo allowethem, Jcannenot_ 
thynke, that in any aſſemble of men 
Mmetetolptte in a councill, ye canne 
obteyne that you goabonte, that is 
toreſixethe church bnto her olds 
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late and pziſtine dignitte, Fozal be 
it.ailthynges are to be redxled-by 
pn counlell, whyche you, vange 
_ menof fuche p2udencie, may, yk ye 

tyſte.lyghtly inuent; yet excepte- 
Jerned (o:tedo app2oueyour inuen- 
cions, men woll not thynke, that ye 
haucfounde luche ways as armoſt 
mete foz that pourpole , voherfoze 
fo: as mochas Jam nowe tnthoſle 
places, js amongeluche men, as 
p2udently iudgeof your buſpneſfle, 
& ſcing Þ wel hn whatmen 
tuge of you, Jthought it very con- 
uei ient,bzekelp tn watting,toſhewe 
you thcirlentences, that ye thereby 
mapye percepue , what they alone 
 whattheymyſipke, and what 


 woldehauehandled A en on 
. than ye haue done. ManyHope wel 
bothe in yourlernynge and.judge- 
nent DP AJSIAE as 


bþ£ 


goods 
- Fozaslongeas the 


. churche, oz els it being beaten thus 
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ante; be made ett 
| the byſſhopof Ro- 
mes eares were ſhytte' oy yt all 
trouthe;'atidopen to all 
there was no placefoz medycine: to 
wozketn., But nowelptho there is 
a byſhop'sf Rome, whiche ſekethe 
inen,amonges whom ſome ar ſuch 
as ate notwont to flatter, ſonie [tt- 
che as wol{notlye, many of greate 
ternynge: Certes eyther nowe res 
medyes ſhall be founde,tohealethe 
great andlonge diſeaſe of the ſycke 


on etery ſp de, weakened, decated, 

woll vndoubtedly ſhoztly all togy- 

ther falle . Thole that were in your 

places befo:ze, wold acknowlegeno 

faute. The» iiyffelp defended all to 

be wel done, that biſhops of Rome 
- "W= | bad 


F, MEE "IP RY WOO ng C808 Ne RY 
* : a — Vie of WENT. 0 Ts FR 
C . *% x 
BI bs  -. 
20 + S740 & 
F * 


| haddeben authozs of. This etroux 
x5 nowetaken awey by you, whyche 
ewe, not onely moche hurt and 0- 


flatterers, though 
des of lawes. This youre lentence 
was very pleaſant vnto al our men 


here, bycauſe they hope, euen as yg 


- Cuineof honeſtie, and vtterdiliru- 
-  ctionof the churche,except remedy8 
be found. that ſo ye wol as moch as 
6nyou lteth, ſtape theſe grefes, that 
they gonofurder. Jt ts a rare thing 
andmoch moze than meane coulde 
hope foz, that there ſhoulde come 4 
 biſhopof Kome, whiche ſhulde re- 
_.quirehis p2elates, vpontheyr othe, 
to open trouthe, to ds + 
. = 


eof the church,but ſac 


- doſe. the calamities of teligion,the 
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ttgence,to ſtudy # labour, thatthis 
_ thatyehauebegonne, may come to 


__ thereisawayeop 


IOHAN STVRMIVE © 
fekeremedies fo; the: ſothatif any 
thing be otherwiſe agreed vpon by 
you.thanrightreligion may beare, 
the faute ſhall be yours, thebyſhop 
of KomeHath lytellhereto be chat- 
ged withall. voherfoze you that are - 
choſen to ſo godly and neceſſarte a 


thyng, ye ought with all mature dt» 


a goodende. A ND ſeing you haue 
the byſhops aſſent andcommande- 
ment alſo, ye ought im no caſe, tolet 
ſo godly a thynge.to quayle atyour 
handes, Tf this biſhop continue as 
liue,and beſiylt of this mynde, if tt 


thinge,but your owne good wpl, to 
retoturne many commodyties bneto 
all men of Chziſtts relygion. Jfhe 
thallchaungehis mynde,yet youſe 
ened fo2 all men; 

I ttit to 


be trewe that you (ape, yelackeno- 
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to enterinto pour dilpzailes,if yebe 
Foundethoccaſion, thatſuche, hope 
as men ate4n, benowequite;taken 
fronithem. Foz that that ſhulde be 
ſo comodious, lo holſome, vato the 
hole wozld,ones power gyuc to you 
to b:ynge it topalle, yf ye lpſte; can 
nat be neglected of you, withoute 
yourgreat ſhame. vcherfoze whyle 
4tishis.wyll, whichebeareth great- 
teſt frooke-amonge you, ye-multe 
whylehe lpucth.take the tyme, and 
letnot ſuche occalyons ſlyppe. By - 
 thisyour indultrie, fydelitie;-pzus 
dence, and vbertue, relygion;that 15 
almoſt fallen; may beſet Vp agayn; 
Ft fo2agehebe taken from pou;yet 
yemulte nowe make luche founda- 
tions, that they whiche ſhalbecrea- 
- tedafterhym, may not let. ſlyppe a 
qmattier o7 luche weyght, withoute 
their gret ame, Youmuſ hy 6 
03-- *5 tyat 


 fo2theletting fozth of religion, Ind 
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8 thatasſoneasitmaybe; pn. 
and well lernei 
fo: the redzelle of the churche . Jn 


indede;mnayſtudye 


theſe yourlabours, yeſhalhaue ma 


ny that wol begladdeto-helpe you; 


many pzncts,many theirſubtectis; 
whiche may make a iuſte couocaz 
tion, many many woll begladdeto 
helpe ſuche as frankely (hewe they; 
(udgemnentes-, moche-rather than 
thole;that bynde thepm leife to ye 
ſ{cruitude of flatterie,'! 111 -; 

«{ T HE Aalictoutie of councils ts dex 
cayedlonge ſythens ;: bycauſe they 


hauebenrather callyd fo: the ſatis 


fyeng of the byſſhopof Romes ap: 
petites. auarice,aind ambittou.than 


alſo ſtiche mea hane come to-1t; as 
wolde not plainly erp2efſe ſuch fau-. 
tes as they knew, but rather ſerued- 
”y turne, bnto whom they aknow- 
Iv ledge 


lege them Clelfis greatly tobe botid, 
Fo: howecana byſhoppe of Rome 
think tobe cozrected of them, whole 
 Iberttehehath taken away:whoſe 
wylles and fauourable voyces, he 
bath wonne with greatte rewardes 
and pzompyles . voherfoze ye thinke 
as yeſhulde, where ve ſay.that a bi- 
op of Rome ought not to be law- 
| tles,bnderno law neitherthat what 
— Himluſteth, islawfulle, but rather 
|; | thathe ſhoulde luſte thoſe thynges 
_  thatlawesallow.Hereychauego- 
ten great pzaiſeamonge ouremen, 
bicauleye are the fy2ſt of this your 
o2der, thatdurſte pzonounce it mete 
foza byſhoppe of Rome, to kepe al 
= Cuchelaweshymſelfe, as he wolde 
FF Hauyeobeyedof the churche. 
Fj © #ALSO thatthatyou ſayde-nerte 
F} Vvntothts, was ſpoken of yore verp 
['Y prudently, Da” 
i} mitted 
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tnittedto the byſthop of Rome, but 
rather a certayne cure, by the which 
he mapye diſtrybute thynges in the 
churche, accozdynge to good ozder: 
andſo thatheis rather a curate 'of 
ſuche thinges, than alozdeof them, 
and that men are committed to his 
faithfulnes and dilygence, hehym 
ſelfe haupngeneither dition ne po- 
wer abouelawes, no dompynation; 
nereigne, whereby he maye eyther 
chaunge oz violate anylawe. If ys 
admitte this to be trewe, and wolle 
btterly graunt vs this,a great pars 
_ of ourcontrouerſie ts taken awap, 
grantynge vs allo this, that wedid 
not diſſente from you w 
and tuſte cauſes . Foz-yf ye wylle 
graunteit, to beonelp aminiſfratt= 
on, that the Bilſhoppe of Romeis 
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ithoutgreat 


chargid with, n—— eto 
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tn the churche,be none other thyng, 
- butminyſters of dyuine cures': ſoo 
- thatjyf their miniſtration be'good; 
__ andfozthe welth of the church, and 
+ accozdyngto the lawes, they ſhulde 
_ continue fiyll : if it be vnp2ofitable, 
hurtful. if it be ful agaynſtÞlawes, 
ſuch their hono: ſhuldbe take awap 
fromthem, iyke as itts comanded q 
in many places of holy (cripture. | 
«© voherfoze ye added this 'vntothe 
_ other verp wel, thatlawes ought to 
contynuecuer, and that they might 
notbetakcaway, either by any by=- 
ſhop of Komes pziuilege,w:elking, 
. 02 indulgence. Fo2 if this werelau- 
| full, what ſhutve belefte vntouched 
inanyplace,what ſhuld be ſafe and 
ſure, if whan wyll wolde.luſte map. 
dyſpenſe with lawe c vor fee. whyle 
.  biſhopsof Rome, now of late haue 
Repo them ſuch — 


© 


a IOHAN {STVRMIVS; bu 
what windowes they opened foztfs 
cannytocrepetn at, fo2 religion to - 

creveoutat. Nowe wherelawes be 

kepte.:this alſo ſhall remayne, that 
they be'made biſhops, and teachers 
of the people of god, which arknoz 
weir to belerned, to be of great fn- 
nocencte of life, tobe of faithe-and 
diligence in doing their duetie. Foz 
: if we wol Hhaue tye wozld amended, 
we mult hate the people good, well 
inſtructed andtaught, they muſtbe 
as a felde well tilled. Mawts welle 
tilled, whan heHathe'a good! _ 
cher, in whoints great knowledi 
ſtudy,and pure mynd; without 
che pzechers, neitherthepeoplecan 
be well taught, no2 the church flou»' 
riſhe, neither the teac ers owne aus 
ns be —_— _ ant 
ayne, what a-goodly 5 

K, yt pe wiiteof ſyche as — 

pmo- 


|  pourſentencemaphaue place, and 


| religion, 


 Cinontee which areſomany, thatif 


chep remoued, as the law wil, which 
by fozce of fredlhip oz money, haue 
gotten pzomottons, ye ſhall ſcrape 
outmany blottes, that nowe defyle 
ye (hal alſo with your eaſe 
cometothat, that you ſcke, that ts, 
thatmete miniſters be made in the 
church, minilters laufullp created, 
— which ſhuld haue both lerning and 
honeſt itfe. always p:eſct with their 
 Alockezthere dotnge that that ſaynt 
Paule and generall councils, wold 
a ſheparde ſhoulde do tohts flocke, 
(Theſe bethe thynges, that make 
manpof vs hope well of you, and 
_ thinkethatye intend wel, Jt ts ves 
eynew x ſtrange, athing [caſe hard 
of that me of pour oder ſhuld iuge 
freely. Jn thaſſemblemade at Nu- 
remberge Idzian, than biſhoppe of 
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4 RKRome,dydaknowlege many ſuche 
1 thinges asyedonow: andallbets 
thep woldehis auctozitie ſhuldebe 
higheſt, yet there were berye many 
of other allates,that coulde not as 
bide, that he ſhulde aknowlege ſize 
CR pzayeyou 
ts not this euen to grauntbyſhops 
of Rome tmpunitie of all thatthey 
luſt: and yet whan they haue doone 
wozlt, to make the thinke it a ſhame 
biſhops of Rome to (ap theyhaue 
done euyl e Yoherfoze J muſt ſpeke 
viito you Contarene, andyou Da- 
dolete,and you Federike - 
tane, and pou alſo whiche ar choſe 
co do this thing, '{ muſte call vpon 
pou, that you applie this mattier, & 
thinke that atthis time it ts put it 
yourhandis,to reſtoze tothe church 


both herhelth and dignitieagapne, 
Ff poudligencanaifulles 
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-aBitbeconmiethcopyotrto doo, yo 


many,nowe J woll alſootelle you, 
| whatmany thynke'wanteth in it; 


palle;whiche leme very nedefulito 


At ndvery delyz0us to amplifte thas 


ſail ſee a'flouryſſhynge common 


welthe of Chitſte. Jf contrary wiſe 


pog do it tegltgentlye, and thynke 
rather vpon your ownegaynes,tha 
Vppon the amendement of thinges 
amifſe,men herafter wol neuerlſeke 
redzei eof matters at your handes. 
'"Bittf0zas moche as'J hane ſhe- 
wedyou, wherin your boke pleleth 


Andhere'J woll let certain thinges 


be deeyded'/;-pert ſeinge they are by 
noughty cuſtome longelythens re- 

ined, Þ wol'tiot now moche touch 
thein.J cannot lee by what realon 


yotrcancallthebiſhop-of Roine vz - 


[by[ſhop; fo: as moche as 
t'Gregotie,, aman vehement, 


ſayni 


dignitie,.. 
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Dignytie, refuſed this name ,-ag 
Þoyce of Antichaiſte, Lyke.reaſe 
moued thother.xx. biſhops; which 
vere befoze Gregozle, to refuſe that 
name, all be it the councill of Calce- 
donie gaue it them.But let vs paſſe 
Ouer this dilputation, and gyue foz 


aſlcaſon hymthatnowe ts; ſoto-be 


callyd, we reckenot lo moche what 
hebecallyd,as thathe doluchthin- 
ges-as becomehim.thatis. thathis 
power and all his tudyes maye be 
conuerted to theſctting fozth of the 
Kloze of Chaiſt. Ty;anny is moche 
ageynlt theſetiyng of thinges, this 
- fitle bniverſal biſhop bzingeth vio- 

\ lece with it; biolcce bzingeth diſtru= 
ction ofhoneſti Aohentoge they that 
ve of great wytte and honeſtie,and 
£an fozeſee.thynges, woldethia b: v= 
rrp ule thoccatio of all lands 


-:Pelagius and 
"thi naine; all be it many good men 
beinge decetued, 
"CE Many men areſozie,that in this 


 whycheignozaunce hathe bene foo 


igitozance hath bene lounde.in'byſ- | 


o 


Gregonte to refule 


frankely offcred it 


your denifeno mencion ts made, De 
dottrina religionis, whiche moſte ſpect= 


-ally ought to have bene intreated 
of. Fo: to ſpeake ſomewhat of this, 


what people, what citie, what mul= 


- titudeof men,in eſpectall thzoughe 
pour dominions, canne you fynde, 
that is welle inſtructed tn poyntes 


of religion? God ſemethneuer to bs 


-mozealienate fromvs; than whan 


we be ignozaunte tn'his goſpelle, | 


reat, thatnot only therude people 
yaue not knowen, what is coriteis 
ned in holye ſcripture, bit alſo this 


(hops 
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Fipbvc cardinals of Evcarajbas 
Fn (oo inoche that we in oure tyme 

gue ſene byſſhoppes of Rome vt- 
terly ignozaunt of holye ſcripture, 
and ail togither vataughte in-rely= 
gion. Fo2 tolet paſſe Jnnocentius 
vctauus, and manye other lyke, J 
p2ay you Sadolete, what lernpnge 
0:ſtudic tnholye Scripture was in 
Clement the. vit. whome you wonz 
derfully pzayſer Can you makeany 
man beleue, that knewe hym, that 
he had any knowledge tn holyeſcrtz= 


pture, naye, that he euer thoughte 


theron, to the ende he wolde epther 
rede thoſe thynges, whervpon oure 

ccligton ts grounded, oz here them 

declated to hym by anye other? 
'thynke that nepther you, nozanp 0# 
(ther of thoſe, whyche knewe the fas 
£ton of his lyfe, can remember;that 
Eer Clemente oz 2k DIE 
$$543 | 
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5 cauſed at any tyme aboke of (crips 


- vtterly vnlerned . Thele examples '' 
= yot haue had befoze youreies, 1 


ſomewhat of doctrine; 


turetobecaried about with yym , 
Thus whyle we cloke ignozaunce, 
while we fay menne haue that they 
hauenot, while we (tudye to pleaſe, 
oft tymes we allcnte to their vyces, 
& ayue very euyll example, by pzat- 
ſpnge thepm that deſerue dilpzayſe, 
and ofttimes cauſe thoſe that folow 
their vices; to think, that their fau- 
tes maye be bozne, bycauſe that by 
our lies and flatteringes, Clemen- 
tes vices and ſuche other are coue- - 
red. {] woll not name other of your 
o2der, bothe men of filthy Iyfe, and. 


might haue erhozted you toſpeake 
Jdotbtnot 
but you knowe, howe neceſſarye a 
thynge the knowledge of Chitſtts 
doctrine is; Fo2if the mind be tired 


op 


Ss E 


bp with lyuelp teachyng, toputful 5 
confidence in Chaiſte, and is aftet 
this confidence fulle inflamed wit 

the loue of religion, honeltie, and 
coodnes, it is almoſte neceſſary all 
kyndes of vyces to reygne- ha 

where no Voice tnlkructed with god 
ly ſentences ts harde, Chilte ane 
nedes be vnknowe there, where his 
benefites with all His actes lie 'vn= 
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fpokenof, whichets euen in euerye 


place, where you haue power # rule, 
Tohat can be mozefoliſher, than to 
take Eraſmus colloquies; and (co- 
laſtical diſputations away,leauing 
vnto wycked fowle and inueterate 
cuſtome, the rule of reltgton;and foz 
holy thinges to teache rifles. J ſay 
notthis, that Þ moche allowe the 
maner of otrr diſputations, ozthat 
K bo rep ſtudies can nat t be tmaph- 


45" Afro at at 
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Scholes vle many thynges (n-our , 
dayes, that are to be cozrected, elo- 
quence, wpledome, and knowledge 
&1diuuitie, maye well be attapned 
without ſuche wayes as men nowe 
ble:butyctit greueth me, that ye 
 omptte thynges of moſte weight,ye 

and molt neceſſary, whyle you em- 
buſy. yourlelfes aboute ſmalle and | 
tryfelynge matters . Powe be it we 
feare that Eraſmus colloquies are | 
- not banyſſhed oute of the ſchoo- | 
| 


- Jes bppyou, bycaule thep hurte good 

maners , but rather bycauſe they 
doo note manye thynges , whyche 
Jawfullye maye be repzchended uw +| 

you . A's longe as Eralmus was 
alyue , ye coulde allowe his wzp- 
tynges. 02 atte theleaſte ye coulde 
Keepe your (elucs frome repzchen- 
Þ theym . - But to lette theſe 
 þJ fa we mult here lipcke. 

with 


i jane 7ro0ugy 
SC ich 
trifles, ſomewhat to: haue.ſayde of 
this, that in Fraunce and Jtaly the 
polpel1s neglected ;fanſies and fa- 
les are taughte , and car 
of relygyon taken foz beſte excul 
voho ſeethenot, howe all-thy pnges 
. -are tourned frome trewe to falſe, | 
from godlynes tolucre, from beſte 
to wozlt - Foz what thynge can. be 
taught ſincerely there, where ſuper- 
ition ts-come into the place of re- 
Iygion, mannes philoſophie, into 
the place of diuine wiſedome, Dos 
crates fo2 Chaiſt, Ariſtotle andPlas 
to tn ſtede of holy wzyterse Aud yet 
J wolde not theſe thynges ſo to be 
taken , as thowghe-J dydde dyl- 
pzaMie phploſophi ie; hath KIURE 
| alchupetherogR ndety thus 
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gnozanceof goddis wozde, bathe 
owe bzoughtin-many enyll thyn= 
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pexcoptemansiniudede guided 


andledde with diuine knowlege, it 


wanderethouteof theryght wapye, 
gadving hither and thither, vncer- 


tatne where it maye ſtande. Foz as 


'Jonge astheminde tis not conſtant, 
-whicheis while tgnozaunce ruleth, 

Howecanmendotheirduette z_ -/ 
<4 Jt was meete, ye ſhoulde haue 
thought ſomwhat vpon thele thin 
-ges, andthatan amendement of a- 
-bules,is than lyketobehad, whan 
-micens mindes ate better inſtructed 
inreligton. Blindnes of witte, and 


es,and d2tuen awayemany good. 
ſee not howethts your way maye 
Pehetraee; ercept yethinke thus, 
*bygood miniſters, being ones lau- 
mop ——— true doctrine maye 
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4 make no 0 mecion inthis gyourdeuts 
Without'great offence of the,whom 
pe take fo2 greatteſt, Butifitbeſo, 
that you beinge ſbozne to' Vetter to 
thebiſhoppeluchethinges, as you 
thought metelk tobe refoxned, can 
not without greate feate ſpeake of 
thinges beryneceſſarte.lcſtye ſhuld 
alienate thoſe fropou, which beare 
_ thegreate ſtroke, whathope# truſt 
tape hinge) thatthe olde and true 
eccleſtaſticall dilctpline ſhall be re- 
ſtozed again byyoue One of thele 
th:ethinges muſt be true, either ye 
hatethe crouthe, and ſodoo difſen= 
ble;ozels foz feareyedare nat beter 
| HMtandfokepeitdownebpyourmt- 
"4 nyſters, 02 elles'yempnded-not the 
1 *routhe, Jt ye wollfap,yenmpnded 
'l _ froutye. pp Mop ryoeer your _ 


,. .thewhichepf yego abouteto kepe 


Ti *EproTLE or 


Nnotcometnto thelyght, fo; popiſhe 
power and cruell tyzannye. Certes 
epther yehate trouche, ozelles they 
beafrayde of it, whome pehaue in 
reuerence fo; their aniple benefytes 
 towardes you, and whomeyealſoo 
feare fo2 the great power they map 
vle agaynſtyou: Ye can nat be ig- 
nozant in this,the hole wozlde kno- 
weth, that the goſpelle of Chaiſte is 
taken from yourchurches. Penne 
wolde this goſpelle were reſtozed a- 
—_ and though pelayenay, they 
— wollhauveit agatin.Your thzettes a= 
Uayle littell; your pztuey watches ar 
not regarded, your turmentes,your 
trethall haue Iyttel place heraftes. 
(Themilchefes be openid onthe one 
pde, the benefytes on the other, fr6 


allmen © rey che wr he pe 
| nirn (2 with god. and 


Chiiſte allo , Do——— zate 
greatter argument of yourfal, than 
that thep ſee, ye hauea vayne hope, 
btterly to opp:eſſe truthe;yeſcketo 
d90 youre luſtes, by vyolence aud 
ſtrengrhe, rather than by common 
 counlell andlaufuldiſceptation: ye 
ſcke to abuſe kynges and their auc- 
to2itie, rather tha to mayntein your 
owne, accozdynge to the olde dyſct- 
pline, Yemape lo ſtire bp mens (oz 
makes agaynſt you,that erceptyou 
vle leſle p2oteruite and tubbernes, 
than ye haue heretofoze,thep wol bp 
fo:ce of armes [cke to oppzeſle this 
your power. | pzay god Þ be decet« 
ued in thus pzophectenge. J pzaye 
god that conco2de and confo:mitte 
o mindes map rather make a peas 
and tranquillitte, than men bedaps 
oem ed roo rength 
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THE EPISTLE OF 
CJpzay the Contareyn, the The« 
atine, the Sadolete, the Friderike, 
Jbeſecheyou fozthelernynge, pzuz 
dencte, tnduſtrie, and vertue that is 
in you, loke bppon the calamities, 
whiche do afflict thecommon welth 
of Chzyſtendome , bzynge equitte 
with pou, vle tndifferencie, whiche 
-_ ts beryeneceſſarie in thinges thus 
_ troublyd. You Sadolete doo laye 
many thinges to our charge falſely 
tnyour dialogues.Durely but that 
F thinkeyedo tt rather vpon igno- 
Cance and NE enorhow? than by 
tudgement, Þ ſeenothowe you can 
ercule this your facte, if good men 
 betudges betwirte you and vs.voe 
— donotaknowledgeſuche fautes to 
bein vs,as ye charge vs withal,we 
takeall men to wytnes, that iudge 
.. truely, 9edonbtnotbut chey wok. 
_ fayourdoctrinelacketh ſache w_ 


7 


\ 


pou the p2ayſe of equitie, of good 
doctrine,of faythfull handlynge of 


Nurs grant you without IT = 


. IOHAN -STVRMIVS, | 
tes as pe fynde in it . Tf you'come 
to tudge with this optnion in youre 
heed, condemnynge our wzitynges 
befo:e you le them, we cannotgitue 


thynges, of godlynes, which al we 
wyſhed to be in you. The vnwozthy 
handlynge of thinges carieth me a- 
way, ſo2owe ttoubleth me, doloure 
cauſeth me to wzite lomewhatmoze 
ſharpely than myn entent was: and 
pet who luſteth truely to iudge.ſhal 
finde this to be an admonition of 
one that coueteth to ſhewe him lelfe 
aciteſin of Chuſtis common welth, 
ennemite tono man,ennempyeto/no- 
thing, vice only excepted, voe 
not with you fo2 any matter of our 
-Owne , Xoe contende not with you 
Foz your poſſeſſions, whiche J and 


 wallmen . wherkoz good tnen ds 


we doonot contende ne deſyre, that 
pou be put downe. voe ſeke not, that 


pou: My dely:e is, with all the reſte 
ofourſozte,that the congregations 
auctozitie maye ſtande faſte, wela- 


 bour, thatif we ſhalllceſe all. that 


pet we map kepe the doctrine of the 
goſpel. foz the teachinge of goddis 
people. that they being hey:es with 
Chzaiſt, may know their fathers wyl 
by Chailte, eyery man wold his laſt 
wyll were knowen to his heyze.lette 
Chaiſtehaueſuchelibertie with vs, 
lethits teſtament and laſt wyll, cons 


* teynynge in itnothyng but wozdes 


of ipfe. (entices declared by goddis 


'own voice, left vnto vs as wytnels 


ſes of His aſſured p:omiſes, declq- 
Li pehetult titie that we Haue to otfy 
thertfaunce, let this be tattght vit= 


re quite 


"we #b 1518" op" | 


your power btterlye be taken frome 


p 


\ 


pour wollkepe ſuche richelſe, power, 
Tp:ets, thatyouſokepe theym, that 


derfullp defpledy and yet ye thynke 


cotices: thatyoit ak nates" 
goddts doctrine, whiche as it hathe 
made them moche better than thep 
were,o2 without it,coude haue ben; 
fo they thynke it may and wol wozk 
Iyke effecte in all other after this. JE 


and poſleſſions, as yehaue, our de= 


men may perceyne, ye hate them to 
the amplifieng of religion, ſetting 
fo:th of the glozte of Chute. 
C4. Nowe what ſaye ye of theſacras | 


mentes and ceremontes of the chus 


cher Js not the ble of them al won- 


noo remedyts to be tnuented fo: the. 
abolyſ(ynge of their fylthy abuſe, 


Noo, noo, you holde youre peacs, 


as thoughe this parte of Ri 
on were veray cleane ,nofauteto be 
foundetnt; Tolpeakeſomew! 
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EG | 
de enchartitia,haueyou not perter = 
ted the ve of this ſacramet, with Þ 
name glſorro2 where as it was cirl 
inſtituted, as a thynge to Iyft vppe 


menshartes bntohope and faythe, 


and-pzofited none but ſuche as toke 
parte of it, you haue made1t alolt- 
tarte anda pztuate wozke, oz atthe 
leaſt ye haue yelded ſo moche to the 
 conetouſnes of p2ieſtes , that they 
haue of afranke and free colmmyt- 
nion, made it a fatre marchandyle, 


-  andtheirpzaiers very (alableby it, 


tn ſo mochethat we be come to-that 
popnte nowe, that a greate ſo:te of 
 menthinke, themalſe can doo moze 

fo; vs than Chaiſtis deathe . This 
alſo1s taken fo: truthe,that though 
men do not cozrecte their lyfecnep- 
ther abſteyn from their wickednes, 

theſeholy and-annoynted mavty 


chauntes may obtepne fozgyyene! 


be the great 

- thateuenthe very heryng of vaſe 
is of greate momente to lwage the 
anger of God, and to mitigate the 
peyne due fo2ſpnne, not _ palte; 
but alſo foz thole that thep purpoſe 
intheir myndeto do. And webothe 
by Holdynge our peace, and alloin 
bery dededo allowthe ſame abuſe, 

which ts bzought in againlt che in= 
ſtitution of Chult; the vle of "oh 
- poſtels, contraryeto the cultome of 
our fo:efathers ,again(t the erpaeſſe 
wozdes and mind allo of the lawes. 
And thatthis abuſe might cotinue 
the longer, and not be-percepued; 
maſſe by the ennemte of god hathe 
ben bzought into Ttalye, Fraunce, 
Germany,Spapne, tobe aidinlaz 


, HY ofte + not vnder- 
ou 
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ao WPTtI > Mall. 
ſtande of the piieſtes theym relfes; | 


mocheleſſe of the pooze menne that 
fande aboute it, beinge labourers, 
wozkemen. nothyng cleſle than lene 
inlatyn. Igayne -the pzielles eate 
alone thatthat many ſhuldeeate of, 
thedeathe of ourelozde, and verye 
lozde is not there declared-no2z ſhez 
wed to the people, Thep bzyng men 
intoa certapne feare and conſterng= 
tio of mynde, they labournot,thas 
men may hauea true confidence. tn 
Chaiſtis pzompyle, they (tudye not, 


_ thatbycthememoue of Chaiſte, otx 


hope ſhulde be encrealed, oure chas 

titie andloue towatde god and out 
neyghboure augmented, but cndez 
uour theym lelfe as though it were 
with certayne tugglynge caſtes, to 


 bypngethepeople fromeyghte Jus 


gement. 


Coveasthe ſolemne bleof this 
lacra- 


; grompinge 
were ie bponelp hors 
'menibze thynges abſente, are nowe 
Highly wo:ipped, At the fy:t men 
dyd but loke vpon them, nowe thep 
fall vpon their knees befoze them, 
they pzay to them,and are many(ſo- 
lemne petictons of them, thep trym - 
'vp ther? bones with golde, they ſes 
dp their ſepulchzes, they fyndeſtocs 
kes, befoze the whiche mens mpn= 
des, while they wozlhippe that thep 
oughtnot to wozſhyp, are poluted, 
Dcaſethe Egiptians wereſo foliſh 
in theirreligion, as we bein oures;, 
whichehauea certaine facyon p2e- 

Ccribed vnto vs of god. voe thinke 
-god chaangethe his wylle , as the 
= ts fm 9g: » Yoe Tags 

mape{ectte vp grauen Jmag | 
Cu $: caſte 


"1 "SL 


'tobe moche holyer than Abahain 
-02 Joſue: The Jewes:coulde;not 
-wozhyp Moyles asa god, we map 


4s newe,fo the thing its fainid, vain, 


fo: thamendement of his iyfe, 
ſeketh remedy ? Ye thynke all ſuche 
as in dedelcke fo: ſalues to cure the 

— diſeaſes of (ycke ſoules, Wore lp 


TUB BPISTL OF 


caſte images, andpainted ſtockes, 
wehaue imagined faint Chaitofer, 


bowe and knele toſatnt Damyans 


-tmage. ve thinke we honour them 
'veryelyttell, excepte-we gtue vnto 
theym, parte of our goodes and in- 


heritaunce. 
-avvhatſhuld Þ ſay of your indul- 
gences and pardons-as theirname 


and very foolyſhe. vohat hal I ſap 
of your penance, that you are wont 
to eniopn ſuch as confeſle their fay- 


tes z are they not falſe, peruerſe; in- 


uected rather fo2lucre a tyzanuy tha 


that 


w”S* ww ww WY WW TT ww  R TW _ 


Pour vſurped at 


$ebiirips ott of he quiety: rotors — 
detnine thein of hereſie, whiche doo |} 
What q _ to RO purere- 
Uigion ageyne: ye ſayethey take a- 
'way the lyghte of religton; on 
moto to purge ceremonies? ye - 
ap, that they ryfle thautozitie of the 
rharche, which go abotit to cofirme 
tf; voold godour intentes andyour 
thoughtes, coulde be lapde-befoze 
mens cies : truly we ſhall-nothaue 


thealſente of other nations;befoze 


pour dedes be ſoo opened, thatthey 
4napy not only be percetued;butallo 
ferie with mennes etes. F02 Fp2ay 
pou, what thitige els doo pot; than 
.bnderthe colour of corectinge of a 
Tewethinges, go aboute to recouer - 
ottie, tuſtely ta- - 
ken from yoirby certapne nattons? -. 


Whitt cotteit you moze,thanthatyou. 


ed em, whole indultrie, 
oe ans C iti faith, - 
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_ thattherebea fewethinges- in this 


what pourpole, that you ſpeake-of 


faith, conſtancte, and loue of religfs 

onhitherto withſtand your appect- 
tes, Certes you might lightly bzing 
this to-palle, yf you coulde calle ſus 
cheacouncill.as the council of-C6s 
Men do not meruayl, 


pourdeliberation, whiche mayſeme 
to ſhewe acertayne ſumplicitte, and 
a good mynde towardes religion, 
Fozgreatmyſchiefes arets be ſhas 
Dowved, bnder theimage of vertye: 
menthathaue iudgementes be {ozp 
£0 ſeyouſo buſye tn maynteynynge 
\vayne ceremonies, and-to paſſe. op 
uertrewe doctrine, as;a thyngenod 
wozthy to be regarded, F pzay you, 


howegreattea thynge ts Hit ,-ozto 


celygiouſe mennes apparaple , ; 
Dur fozefathers toke it fo2 a great 
ſhame, thatceligion hulde ay 
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-bythiscote; oz thatcote, by this e0- 
tour 02 thatcoloure. Doo not thoſe 
. Tulesof monkes, whiche areaſcei- 

+bed to ſaynt Au CaintFrean- 
'cts, ſayntBenedicte, fozbiddenota« 
blefacions of garmentesin'a folt- 
-tarie relygton, and cotunte-reiigto! 
'toſtande'itt good Iyfe:and Hoyelle } 
maners,nothyngleſſethan in'touz : 
tes and ky:telles? Yourceremonies 
:beas acceptable vnto/ God; as the 
Faſtyriges'of the Fewes were-vnto 
_ <Chaifte: 2Ocrueldeuotions,inwhi- 
che whan peoplear ones intang 
therto allured,  eltherbpfats' ſuper- 


get out of thatdungion, wherin:bi- 
cauſe aman falleth"without conſy- 
SI1ELT Tot '02 aduyſement; he-loſeth 

alt lybertie; and can nat retourne 
othe ate anodignitiethatna ou ture 
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fethimm, othewbichaged calleth 
Hym, where allohe mightdoo moze- 
-goodtothe common 'weale, thanhe 
j -nowecan, beynge tn bondage and. 
| | Ceruitude. That iteppe of religion 
Y || -ceinayneth among monkes,ſithens 
i | -pebzought theymto certayne deto- 
"tions againſt their wyll; to certaine. 
-ceremonyes that cannat'be ended, 
-butwhanlyfe departeth? How mi: 
-ny of thoſe popntes ſhalyefpndeint 
-monkes nowe adayes, that ſayncte 
Auguſtine and Chaſoſtome doo to- 
| || -_,quiretnmonkes:Thoſlethat God 
L |: "callethto teachehis people, ye ſhut 
I -_ _ -vpwithincloyſter walles, amonge 
-anydel ſo:tof men:they that might 
| __-dogood1n the common-aſſembles 
|!” «of theircolitreye,afteryehaueones. 
_» = «11mg ma IIS | 
_ *thingtodo comon welths. 

Mucheas nature ch giuen quickes 


nes 


yy But therebe two 


IOHAN:STVRMIVS. 

nes of wptte, lote towarde leffers;- 
Suvp endUneto ep GUoUege 
 thoſeyou iopn with ſuch as neither 

toue lernpnge, nozthem that belers 
ned. Dur fozefathers dyd infiitute - 
this monkyſthe lyfe , bycauſe they - 
woldehauemen holp, lerned; fytte 
toſeruetheir.countrey, andnotthat 
they wolde them to tarie perpetual 
iyina cozner ſole, doinge'good to - 
nobody.vold godpou could bzing - 
monaſteristotheirrightvle agetn : 
Dowe manyflouriſhynge common 
tweales ſhuldepou than ſee? ohat 
plentie of goodly wyttes ? whatcos + 
pteof good and lerned men--"Yolh 
tacke nothinge to theſtablyſſhinge 

of hightranquillitte and welth;bue - 
good wpllto gy uchoneſtcoanſel. 
bliroke inall _ ttte S, . 


pcm, when 


- RS. 


- cillat Nece to bebzoken,Fo2 all be 


©0900 he as car hrmet 


THE eriSTLE/OF! - 


this contencion, Knowen trouthe, and 
Lyfe worthy commedation, forthe wap 
that ye haue tnucted, in fozbiddinge 
piteſtes -canunatbe com- 
mended in men that lyue ſo fleſhlp, 
8s pzteſtes nowe adayes doo, Jt 1s 
foolyſſhe, and moche agayne tea=- 
Con, that you wolde the-br decrees of 
afewelater popes tobe kepte, and: 
theconſtitutions of the Apoſtelies, 
andalſo the decrees made tn thecon 


{tafterthis: Councille; there 'were 
newelawes made; whyche plucked 
fromethe clergie their wyues 3:Xe6 
werethere Gta ecbes kepte 
thepphoihe, and woldenotlet thyr- 


be taken from theym;that they 
wenaturerequyzed;andoure fore 


bfterly fo:badde pzieſies to matye; 
ButPtus the -ſeconde ſpake moche 
moze godly, whyche'was wonte - 
(ay, that there were greatc 
plycke wyues from en pion 
moch greatter cauſes to gyue them 
earn nne eh Ff ye hadde'folos 
wed this anannes layenge:, 'as ye 
ought, ye ſhulde haue done moche 
better ſeruyce to the byſſhoppe-oF 
Rome, than yedo now, Fozyou fe; 
what greathurte wehaue-thereby, 
&howethe churchets ſpotted; with 
the wanton and fylthye pleaſures 
of-pzteſtes:: whych thynges:-we can 
not fo:gette, yet they maye;yf you 
woll, with the conſent of goopmen, 
Cw away, and theo cultome 
CThelebe the thynges thatmake 
our men, whole ſpectalcarets,toſe 
religyon ———_— , to gs” 
ep 


IOHAN STVRMIVE 


Tue reiofte or? 
theydo of yott. Fo: whereas pe (ap 
thebyſſhop of Rome is not'a lozde 
_ of thynges, but a dilpenſer : where 
pe woldethe 
 beperpetuall, notones to be made, 
andafterb:oken:where you take az 
wapſimonie; where yerequiremete 
miniſters,they highly allowe it,and 
 motrhe deſire ®vethiiikeas pou ſay. 
Fo} they that loke erneftely /vppor 
poutdetiles, are affrayde, bycauſe 
thepſepottpaſſe nothing of trucdo= 
cerifie} bycauſe you ſuffrethe viſeof 
facramentis to be pergertid,bicauſe 
they ſee pou vectipyed*in thynges 
partely lyghte, partlyfailſe, Vycauſe 
they ſeopou carefille fo: relygiouſe 
cotes/fo2 piteſtes mariages,;and1t- 
telle oz nothynge to ſtudye by what 
meanesthegreatfozes of the chuv: 
'rhemape be he healyd, but rather td 
| bercheways to 72 


canons and decreests | 


in any poynt go abouto: ozpngeots 
to thedoinge of yourduetie;::: 
| <CFurthermozeas al theſe thingis 
— thatyou waite of, if they comeoone 
by one, beeither vayne, wpcked,; oz 
fals, ſoo1f thep come all togyther, 
they be ſuche,as tnour time cannot 
be bzoughte to palle. Fozit can not 
be ſuffcred, that ye moſt deſire; that 
ts, they may not be tudges, that are 
moſte wozthy tobe accuſed. Foz ſe- 
ing you wolthauctoziteto be theirs, 
that arenowe chiefe and pzincipall 


Onan 2TVRmvss | 


in the churche, whiche if the ancient, ..: - 


Huldehauclittel o2no powerat al, 
-what thinge ſhall we hope foz;to be. 
tyghtely decreed of you e (Therebe 
anany, which partly by ſucceſſion of 
great inheritance, partly by the be- 
-nefittes of kynges and pztncis, are 
ſo auauncedin welth aud riches, ſo 

 _ Cotlps 


"> 


lawes might floriſhe #haueplace, .'+; ; I 


Hl 'EPISTLE or F 
* 7 x : 


roxrupted tn maners and lyfe, tha 
thepcanin noo wyleluſteyne you 
 o/ n: they may diſanull youe 
Centence v e well, fozalmoche as 
pou woll all tugement and auctozs 
tietobein them. They wol not fo-- 
ſakethetrade of theirlyfe, vled now 
glonge ſeaſon, auarice woll not let 
them;ambition wil not ſuffer them, 
their other fantaſtes and pleaſures 
can not abydean honeſt refo2zmatio 
whichefanſics no manliupngecan 
takefrom them,noz redzeſle, except 


- +.,, {tbeby death oz Vyolence, 


Comherfoze except you graunt vs 


'"*. * tohauemeteandconuenientinges, 


thatmaybzynge with thepm to the 
councill;trouthe,and lybertte.,to ſap 
as they ſhall thynke, ye (hall neues 
amendethinges amiſſe in the chur» 
che. Fo:iykeas CHRISTE dyddg 
natcommyttethe amendemente = 
7 [1 


| Meter rein p- not commytte 


which were confpzmed by thegood 


nes and myght of god: ſoyeoughs 
to commyttethe common welthe of 


Chailte, to ſuche as can be contents 


to vle their dignitie to the ſettynge 


fo:the of honeltic and relygton,and 


not to ſucheas abuſe they? offpce,to 


& all godlpnes. Ye caſte thoſe out of 
poure Churche, whyche noteyoure 
byces, and thoſe that haue mooſts 
nede of all to be cozrected, ye make 
arbytrours andiuges, Js this any 
other thyng. than to lect olde rottety 
- bowesgrowe ſiylle, and to plucke 


ſtelles and his. mynilters , yen 


ygyon to the collegyate pateſtes of 
bt. 02 of Kome bit vntothem, 


thedefacyng of trouth, Relygyon, 


ps 
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Ms <1 5H 
- begynto\p:inge ingroundes moze 
ferttle tha yours 18: J ſay not this, 
-that J woldemenſhulde thinke,F 
tuged none amonges you to fauour 
_ thetrouth, ozthatat-leaſte there be 
notſome of your (yde, whiche wold 
religion were red2eſſed: but J ſpcke 
4t, bycaule ye wollluch to haue au- 
ctozitie;as ſhulde, iflawes myghte 
Hauetyecir places,if canons mpght 
vHeare the ſtroke, if ſpmonie were ta- 
kenaway, if fytte-and-true miny- 
Kers were 02deined in-the-churche, 
not onely change theirmaners, but 
alſoleauetheiraſtate and kynde of 
Jyuyt Te, 

C The byſſhoppe of Lege, aman 
of theſame place thatye are of, ve= 
xy couetous, veryecruelle, andno- 1 
thinglerned,is(as yeknow)deparz 
ted: ye haue inanyeſuche _ | 
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 TOHAN $TVRMIVS. ""_ 
with pou arehis patent ths. the -q 
court of Kome.J wolnot nameothe [| 
that be alyue; J ſpeake of thacyol, 
byſhop, bycauſe it is well. know 
what he was ; Jf yegyue menne 
Hts ſozteIycence to 1ge;: andangke = 
Cuche decrees , as they wolde were 
:made, you map be aſlured,they wol 
--neuer admytte yours;-neither any 
other; that ſhall be oughte wozthe, 
| woherfoze menne thynke; that yow. 
-haue taken vppon you thisconſal & 
tation in vayne: They feareyecalt .. 
.them in a vayne hope, you doo foo ; 
-Curely, except this kynde of judges 
beretected,and ſuche choſen asloue 
moche more the common welth; tha 
C Butnowelette vs cometo-this 
-that ye ſay of- YE DYUJUP UE By | 
Hur, hatheve vm | 
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-7h ro 'hathe be eapance and lozd of 


Welthes..Of theſe chze we graunte 
 Hymibut one,thatis,tobe baſhop of 
"Rome: fo:this is his function, thts 
shns office, # this alone appertas- 
'\neddiitohymas longeas Chiiſtts 


hehath # dothe vſurpe arrogantly, 
'moche agaynlte the wozde of-god, 
*and farre contrary to the aunciente 
cuſfomeof the apoſtels.But where 
as manythynges oughteto be coz- 
rected\ainonges you in your owne 
 Lonſiſtone, of what one Jpz:ay you, 

do youadmonyſhe the byſhoppe of 
Kome: Whetindopyourebuke him'z 
\Doyoti lay'anything to his charge 
Fo: the tteadyngdowne of Chiiltts 
Doctrine” Do yol'Wiite'any thinge 
of FI ambition, -anye<pnge ofhis 
| c02z 


'doctryneflouryſhed: thother twatn ÞF 


as - + 
I , __ : 1 5 , 4 ke Fay © 
, 3 6 
4 
7 - ; 
# 
[ ,* re "ok; 4 nd 
vY 


cozrup 


I thynge of oy owner Land ab-' 


homtnable crimes, as cart nod taith- 
outegreatte greefe be named, noz 
thought vppon without moche of- 
fence of chaſte myndes ? ye ſpeake 
of pzteſtes garmentes , and of the 
hozedome of Kome, here ye makea 
great complaynte, hereye be longe. 
and very coptous:butof thedepza- 
-uate vſe of the Sacramente , you 
-fpeakeneuer a wozde. Jt ye ſuffre 
theſe abuſes tn Rome, vohatihall 
ſuche nations doo, as oonely feare 
pour name, and can nothere yo = 
'Voyces, beinge farre from yol, 
be taught, your neglygence —_ 
 fogreatteas itis* Vohat ſhall-we 
_ on i do pv matters, 
an in athyng molt weighty and 
neceſſarie ye beſoo negligent? Fo: 
at that ſacrament was tnſti- 
| D f tuted 


8 THE EPISTLE OF | 
*tuted by god, not inuented of men, -j 
taken from aboue, notgiuen vs foz 
gſeaſon. lefte with vs from the be- 
 gynnynge, hallowed; not boughte, 
ent vs from god, not gotten by faz 
-uour of men :athyngenot to be 0- 
ther wiſe vſed,than tt was fyzſte oz- 
depnedfoze, a very gyft, and gyuen 
_  toacertaynende: Donot we wozle 
_ thanyuel, byour craftes to change. 
and conuerte it to dilceytefull mar- 
chandiſle,to let no man be parttaker 
of it, but ſuche as pay, and ſuch as 
beleue the ſpottes of the (owle, be 
waſhed away therwith,ſuche as be- 
leue the grefe of conſcience is taken 
-awayeby it e Jt hath chaunced in 
this thynge, as it Iyghtlye dothe in 
allother, Thoſe that are beſte, are 
_ ſooneſt bought out of ozder.This, 
| bicauſe it cometh not vnder the epe 
. of man,but its compzehended ares 
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by thoughtand cogitation,/ntay be 
lyghtly ſtayed, Nopped,and altered, 

by falſe perſwaſton, whichetherude 
multitude, dotynge age, and longe 
cuſtome, ofte tymes bzyyng men 'vn= 
to. Jf the wyl of god, were as ſone 
- perceyued in a mans harte, as the 
_ Fp;eis,whan tit is put vnto any part 
of the body, we myght care theleſle 
to leke the right knowledge of god, 
No man crieth, but whan he ts pet- 
ned. Butfo2 as mocheas we haue 
nede of quyckeneſſe of wytce.indu- 
ſtrte, and diligence, wedo verp yuel 
to thynke no parte of the bodye of 
Chatſte diſeaſed, where many pars 
tes are ſoze ſycke:wozſe,to be neglt- 
gent in redzeſſpnge and curynge of 
them, where good menhaueopentd 
their diſeaſes bnto vs. Jn your coli. 

ſell ye diſcloſe certayn lyttell ſoozes, 

but the roote of them, whychebein 
$2940, D iti  thole 
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 tholemembzes, without the whiche + 
Iyfe can not contynuein the bodye; 
 pouſpeakenothynge of, neyther ye 
do marke, that the very bloudde of 
 thechurche andbody of Chziſte, is 
co:rupted,theltyer infectid.thehart 
and the bzapne diſeaſed, and the ld- . 
ges tendynge to putrifaction ; Foz 
as thebodyof man can not conty- 
ue without bloudde, without the 
IJyuer, without the harte#the loun- 
ges: ſotherelygionof Chziſte is by 
and byloſt, where as true doctrine, 
good intente, good mpniſters, and 
the right vſe of religionis not. JE 
ye wol reſtoze agaynethe ryght viſe. 
of ſucheceremontes, as be not con- 
trary to Chziſtis lawes,yf you woll 
_ (uffreeuery man tohaue knowlege 
of the goſpel, yf you woll graunt, 
thatnien may be laufullyaſlembted 
togyther: pf pou wolle make myo 


- I 8 — Ve-Wi 
o:get alloide g 1982 
Q ron deeme w2ongefully of bs. 
whereyou thynke , that we: walde 
haue all ceremontes taken awaye: 


# 1} 7 


Fo: whan wefawe the _ parte 


of them verynaughte, m 
vl theneceſſarie,and th:eweawap 
the naughtye: and yet we aretn de- : 
upſinge, whiche of the reſte wemap 
kepe oz amende. Fo2 this \knowe 
aſſuredly, moze reuerence ts bome 
among vs to theſacramentis of the 
Altare > DMG thanne-ism 
thoſe places; where your cuſtomes 
are pet mayntetned; Ourholp days 
-areſo well appoynted, fo beſtowed 
ORETINE DG _— 
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places, but allo in Rot 


_ waht hath he myniſhed the empez- 
cours powers Jtis aholypoynt to - 


-oneozthother,though tt bea thyng 
"very neceſſarte.: Nowe if the lawe 


90 re. CID 


datedarie: davel; Mii ea a 
ne at the by(+ 
noſe. it were your dutie to let 
them fo:th1 tobe amended. | 
But thus farre we haue ſpoken 


of the byſhop of Kome,why do you 


ſpekenothing top2ouchim a pzince 
as ve callhym : wherehathhe right 
to vſurpeſtatesin comon welthes * 


Bythatryght hathhe Rome, Ra- 
-uenna; and other cities, by whatte 


takethe charge andrule ouer wy- 


.Dowes, and racherles chyld:en, and 


tomayntepne their goodes in ſafe- 


Fie:andyet the lawe woll not, that 


men of the clergtemeddell withthe 


4ynge of p;yyate n 
$34 
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Þ goodes; folpor hathetake ot 
him,to rule a hole comminalte,wht- 
che is erp:eſſiy fozbidden,asa thing 
notlaufulfozhim that rulith þ ws 
che. And though it were not fozbyd 
by thelawes: yct bycauſe-it'is not 
mete, thatonemanne ſhall rule'tn 
ſo many matters, in ſo many places 
ſo farre a (ſonder, you lyke pzudente 
men ſhulde haue counlayled poure 
byſhop, tohaue. imployed themoſt 
parte of his care, in the red:eſſpnge 
of Chailtis religyon amonges hts 
people. Jtis yet freſhe tn memozie, 
what warres, what manſlaughter, 
what ruine bath enſued, ſithens bt- 
ſhops of Romehaue taken vppon 
theym, to bekinges and lo2des of 
fates. Jf ye wyll fyll maynteyne - 
-and kepe His authoutie hoole and 
ſonnde, ye muſte (crape-oute theſe 


Hlottes byhulpgouenyngofy 
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Jtis not nonghefoyen 


tohaue kinges tofightinyourqua 7 


rel, that you may retgne continual- 
ly, and reteyne ſtylleyour myghte, 
 frengthe, and power 2 ercepte pou 
fulfpile thole thynges , that ye p20s 
fcſle, except ye reſtoze agapne Chatz 
ms religion in tholecities,where ye 
hauecalte it out,ercept your Iyfebe 
-fuche, as Chziſte requireth, ercepte 
- petntende nothynge, but that that 
good 'menneallowe ,:ercepte you 


_ canp2zocurethe fatourof god by oz 


thermeanes than yeHhaue done hpz 
therto,ercepte ye do this, yeſhall ſe 
ſhoztly, that they, which now main- 
tepn pou, wol endevour themſelues 
topluckeyou downe toyonurconfu- 
(yon: Yecan never make the name 
of Lutherſo hated, but that whan 


"gy uptuſ hon kyokes; hetromth 
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| Nowſhal Jſhoztly How yorr-tohat 


vp bnto God ,noz hauenoperfecte 
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'C.Thus dave FJ brefelp thewed: 
whatmenthat cantudge of religi- 
on may allowe, and what they nuſ- 
lyke, in youredyuyſyng 


menallo [elackinge in you, tothe 
gyuinge of good counſaple in thin- 
ges amyſſe.Firfito makea perfec 
wozke,, and tored2:eſſe that; that is 
amiſle , the chiefe fundatto androte 
of allmuſte be,the true knowlegeof _ 
ſcripture, of this yeſhuld MO 

ken andadmonyſſhed the Byſſhop 
of Kome - This knowlege is breer= 
ly dep:aued and nothad, Foz where 
loeuer beno teachers of the goſpel, 
there mans mpindecan-notbe-lyfte 


affiance in his p:ompyſes.And with 
out this affiance;, we haue nohope 
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as amonges pou, ſatnctes merites 
gre mozeeſtemed, then the boyce of 
Chuſt: pzteſtes dilceytfull ceremo= 
nyes moze than true pzayer, popes 
pardons and abſolutton moze than 
 thep2ompyleof god: tempozal peyne 
of the body , moze then the amende- 
mentof che lyfe: it ſhal wel appere, 
that nepther true religion ts taught 
in your churches , nepther ſtedfaſte 
affiaunce in Chitſtets, where you 
 eeache, neyther knowen, which wap 

helthe of ſoule maye be goten, 
_ Lernynge entreth into the harte by 
the cares , and ſome thynges are 
taught (as ſaincte Auſten tudgeth) 
by ceremonies , as well as by woz- 
des. Bothe theſe are neceſſarie tobe 
haddeinthechurche: but where as 
pour facton of teachyng is naught, 
and your ceremonies depzauate, ye 

Gall neycrbuilde a Nronge _ 
EY: pot 
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'bpon (ſo puell and weake a fundar 
on. Fo: though there be lome cere- 
monies almooſte as neceſſarye as 
teachpnge, yet if they be not wel v- 
ſed, they doo moche hurte, and ofte 
tymes hynder verp moche treweres 
lygyon, 

C| Jſee well fnoughe, howe harde 
tt were to make men of your ſpde to 
grauntethis to be true, that J ſay. 
Foz whan the tudgemente ts ones 
co:rupted, # theyz manerof ltninge 
contrary to Chziſtis teachyng: it ts 
not polipble, that goddts doctryne 
and good lyutnge ſhulde be reltozed 
by theym, as longe as they loueto 
 lyneas thep do. They can notbein- 

treated to beſo moche agepnſt them 
lſelfes : and yet ſeinge Chzyſte woll 
hane it ſo, fozce muſt extozt of them, 
'thatthey ought frely to grauntvs, 
Foz it cannot be denyed(the _—_ 


"THE" EPISTLE /OF | 
| partofm perceyue italredy)that 
Chaſteneded not to haue come hy- 
ther dyed fo2 vs, if we myghte 
02 may opteyneheuen by nates by 
our gooddedes, and other ceremos- 
- «nies, Adimantus; an hethen man, 
' AaSPLATO trecozdeth, knewe well - 

_ *moughe, that nothynge coulde op- 
tepne thefauourof god, but onelye 
tuſticeand goodIyuynge: and that - 
no mmancouldelyue wel, but he that 
knewe,;that god is,and that god ca- 
4 reth fo; vs, andits ryghtecull tudge 
-oucr all our wozkes, and loketh not 
foz Sacrifice, but fo2 cleanneſſe of 
minde, Ind therfoze, he refuſed and 
difalowed theopinton of them; that 
thoughtaman, whiche hadde done 

; his neyghbour w2onge, myghteby 


ſacrific apetſe the wzoth of god, no 
_Crecepur! the wzonge, 


- 


Jn 


CJ this yeſe, that we, hauynge 
the lawes of god, percepue ſcale 
moche, as genttls dyd by the lyghte 


of nature: we ſcaſeſe, that whereas 


the harte is not truely fyred in god, 
there ts neither loue,ne retercce to= 
— wardhim:Buttruly where as thele 
two be not, there auatlith nother ſ(a- 


cryfpce, nenone other ceremonpe. 


"here asthe knowledge of godis, 


there the hart defſy:zeth nothing con- 
trarye to goddis wyll, but referreth 
all hts actes and dedes, tohis plea- 
ſure and cominaundemente. Foz it 


cannotbe'thatmen be voydeofall_ 


» 


affections,as the Stotkes mente,tt 
.-can never be, ercepte it be tn a chy- 
ftenman, whole mpnde beyngetn- 
Cpyred, andalwayes ruled by god, 
dothe nothynge,that may ſhewany 
affection to be tn hym, nothingth 


' therets1oue, there godis honozed, = 
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neyghbout Fe Thele phylolophers 
ſawe, thataman oughte to mayſtex 
all affections : yet they theym lelfe 
. cottldencuer atteyne to it. oy 


cauſe they knewe not god. Foz ſeing 


ebl- 


allthyngeis cozrupted in-vs by na» - 


cure, we beitnge naturally inclyned 
to all maner of Concupyſcence], if 
Chulte be not ſhewed and pzeached 
vnto bs, by whom we recepuehelth 
from god, allour thoughtes muſte 
/nedesbetroubleſom, daungerous, 
_ .andnaughte, allourendeyourten- |\ 
-dethtoourown p:ofyte, and ſeketh ..* 
Iyttell the knowlege andhonour of | 
god.Chiilt therfozemuſt be taught, 
which giueth vs quietneſſe of hart, 
. and fo2gyueneſle of (pune, whiche a 
loneroud and hath delyuered man= 
kyndefrome wn foz his 
treſpaſes, 


 Ipherkoze 


 YOBAN, aback 


SN 
Bytſhop- of Kore huldehatz 
Put in CE aancahege i Deco= 
daryly, bycauſe therebefewe.,t tha 
teache well, they woldebe diligs t 
boy ſoughtoute, \thatareabletotaki 
ceof apzeacher bpotithem, 
bays es, yedoonotoni 
not paſſe of Hol that pzeache wi 
any hauedone ſo, longeſythens, pi 
onotonelpnot pulle, themto, you 
butpou flee fromethem: pedo. not 
onelynotapde-thepm, btityoukepe 
themin Mbontegs: ye retepne,theym 
Kot in tes, flows yeerile and, ton 


| ide be teache men yoni 
dy dexdhy. is; « them, PTY 
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ail TH. EPISTL *1 or x 
nature is co:rupted, andthat by the 
beathe of Chaiſte we are delyuered, 

andbyhym Hate we opteyned fozz 


YMenes of ſynne and blyſſe encr- 
ſtynge, Jt is falſely repgzted of 
men frome 
oing good wozkes, falſely fepned, 
that we intende to bzeake all good 
wa: and ceremontes. Ind what a 
gelttets this of you, whyle we go 
dana toputdowne allthoſe thynz 
ges. that can not ſtande with Chzt- 
ſits teachynge, whylcs we ſtudyeto 
reyle and let vp agayne the true ce- 
ontes, whiles we fetch in agetn 
thecrue trade and olde raſſhion of 
peachynge, what crueltie is if, to 
offer vs the galowes, burnpng, ant 
ſache other molte terribl epepness 
Grekes of olde tyme werenener'{d 
craell (albe if they offered fo? factt- 
fice, to their fals goddis,men altr 


vs. that we diſcoura 
0 


- 1TOnAN STVRMIVES. 


8s yebeto vs inyourpuniſh 
C. This cruell maner of punyſſhe- 
ment cauſeth'vs co thynke,thatitis 
tmpoſſiblefo2 you to iudge bprit 
1yofourmatters, Indall bettthac 
bo ſo many bokes made by vs, ye 
myghte have ben well ſatisfied, in- 
ſtracted, and taughte, what mynde 
we beare to Chzylſtis relygion: yet 
howe puel fo eter you thinke of vs, 
peſhoulde haue mynded a cotincilf 
generall, and ſuche as good menne 
myghte haueben called to,of whoſe 
good iyfe and good lernpnge, there 
mtghte appereluffictent teſtimony. 
And fozaſmoch as in a general cons 
cill, thereought to be no ſuſpityon, 
evther of cruelnes 02 of fo:cynge of 
dio neha there woldehaue ben cho- 
Fenſuche a place whereas all men 
mpyght hauerelozted to gether, af1d 

Frelp yane ſpoken their mindes;and 
E it ann 


metes. 
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Wipoder ſuche inyghte baue bene 
- kepteout;ſuche J ſaye, as fo: they? 
_.naughtye iyfe, and ignozaunce of 
Fcripture, fo2 they? ſymonye ando- 
_-ther vices, nolawe wolladmpytteto 
meddel with matters of the church. 
Foz if they maye not be ſuffered to 
 Tpekein matters,that chaunce day- 
Ty,moche leſle they ought to be hard 
inſuche a ſolemne aſſemble .[pectal=- 
| lyatthis tyme, where as al thinges 
areruffled in the churche, and 7 
fewe thynges are in good o2der. 
 Amongeſo many biſhops as are tf 
Almatn, there is not one,that ought 


_ tobehardethere, if the olde canons '! 


myghte be reſtozed to Los olde vt- 
our t ſtrength, Jn Fraunce there 
but ewe, and yet moze thanbein 
Almapne. Of Fealy Jcan ſaye no 
thynge, ENGLANDE - is aloone 
MGR; EE amended; 
| England 


OE TErEive 


ENGLANDE mayebea mis ar wy 
aguyde, ateacher, an ejaumple tx 


the reite. 
C There be manye amonges yore, 
that crie and ſap,thatnoman ought 
tohaue a botce in the generall cotl- 

_ call, butthey alone that are of the 
clergie: and of theſe ye take notthe 
beſtelerned, but woll that greatteſf 
in dignitie , haue the chtefe * ſuffra- 
es: whole fayinges if they be al- 
towed, yk good lyuynge and good 
lerntng be not regarded, what good 
can come of councils ? Therfozetn 
this poynte ye ſhulde haue moued 
_ the byſhopof Kome, to opteyne of 
Kynges, and of all nations, honeft 

| men, men well lerned, men of holy 
8.2 connerſatton:that generat councils 
| therby might ears agayne their 
| olde auctozttie, in truely defyninge 
of matters, whiche wes we 
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-EPIST -0 © aa 
ſhame, 
1nd this mooſte p muſte be 
- foxſeene, that they; iudgemente be 

got allowed, whiche ſape, that men 
_ ofLuthers fecte ou ghte therfoze to 
 Haueno audience in 5 councill,bi- 
cauſe they haue bzoken the decrees 
of councilles : Foz hitherto no man 
coude pzoue that ſayingetrue, And 
Jſaymoze, Nocounctlles are of a- 
 wyvalure, 0zought to be kepte, but 

they, wherin nothynge tis decreed, 
contrary to the wzytynges-of the a- 
poſtels, They; bokes, that you call 
Lutherans.bcare ſufficient recozde, 
- thatthey hauc wzittennothing cons 

trarye to the honour of Chyylte, noz 
themynde of thapoſtels,.noz yet as 
gainſt auncicnt councilles : whiche 
-oughtetobe as arulefoz bs, they 
.after comers. Jl ye wolle, that the 
_ ai the Fo Fo 
| þ 
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and honozable ticles, ſet lower yu 
44s honour, let fraudes and gy: 
es haueno place, let good lyu 
be pzeferred, haue reſpecte ho 
knowlege, put herebnto dilygence, 
thynges can nat but amende, Noo 
men map bzinge this to palle better 
thi you,none ſhal haue moze pzaiſe 
of wyledome, 02 greatter pzofytte 
therof, than ye. You ſhall than be 
in high reputation, if by pour dilt- 
pes and- vertue , the wozlde be 
ughte to lyue well and godlye, 
nohat _ life can there be where 
as religion is diſtroyed, and where 
good ceremonies arclean miſvlede. 
What pleſure, where ast9ſ0 great 
debate and diſco2de ? Here ones a- 
gayne Contarene, Þ beſechethe foz 


thy great lerninge 00 do Fhe 


Tin EpriTLE 'or' 


the honour that thou haſte had by 
cefuſyng to be a cardynal. J beſeche 
and pay the alſo Sadolete, foz the 
hono? that thou halt Had by lerning 
'Jbeſeche you all; whiche aredepu- 
ted to debate theſe thynges , tha 
thzough you the olde maner of ler= 
nyngemapy be reſtozed, the olde Ca- 
_ nonshauethey: place ageyne, and 
_ thatthenaughty x peruersvſe ofce 
_remomies by you may beamended ; 
C.Yououghtinno wyleto letthis 
occaſion ſlyp youre handes, if you 
- bedeſirous to further Chultis relt- 

gion, Fo: it is nothpngeſo, as you 
ethatitis:you thinke it impoſl= 
fible.chat we ſhuld agree with pou : 
you thinke,that no communication 
betwene you and vs, can bzynge vs 
toan vnitte and concozde : bycauſle 
menof along tymehaue WIN 


NG wanath $8 \ * 
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 Wwetakeawayeall ceremonies, « an | 
that we wollſuffreyou to hane: 10- 
thynge, whiche hath ben inſtityted 
_ Oththe apoſtels tyme. This repozt 
as touchynge the ceremonies ,'we 
fay, is afallelye, andſo we p2oue it 
by our dede: Fo2 where as there be 
thze foztes of ceremonies: one, whiz 
che is neceſſarie, we maynteinmoſf 
wad—t an other, whiche ts contra= 
rieto goddis lawes, we cannot a- 
bide: 2 fonthethirne, our mynd ts 
to'vle a moderation. Fo21f therebe 
any good o2derat all, which ſaynte 
 Paule commaundeth vs to haue, 


. Ffo:themayntenaticeand confirmas« 


clon of that feyth, whiche we ought 
toyeld to godand Chat, this ſame. 
muſt nedes remayne in ceremonies 
neceſſarte; and in thoſe that are moz- 


Weeaced ONE NCIIND 
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| Allceremonies, thatinanp wyſe be 


BEPISTLE OF : 


dis lawe: eitherthey do not vnder- 


ttande, what the trouthe requireth. 
oz els fo: their owne pztuate weale, 
ep wolle not ſuffre a neceſſarie re- 


fozmation to be hadde, Ind foz by- 
cauſe Sadolete, yedonot percepue 
the difference,that we putherein, ye 
accuſe vs, and beare men inhande, 
that we wolde haue noman bettey 
thanother,that we wolde no relozte 
. of people ſhuldebeto churches, no 
| knelynge, no yes rs ,noſen(png 

Chuldbe nthe tep that we wold 
the vniuerſall bud were ſubuer- 
_ ted, ſothat if your authozitie were 
ones taken away, we myght do eue- 
ep thynge at our pleaſure withoute 
 anyrep2oche. voebe-contente with 


confozmable and agreinge to oure 
religion, Yeathis ana 


4p 


3 


| 


AN STV 


po phdu ans wg | 
| ourreligion, ſhouldebe lefteto the Mi 
| determinationof a generall coun- 
cill: They be noo trifles.thatmake 
vsto refuſe your authozitte, bſurs 
ped power, and naughty cenſures. 
Sadolete, J wold haue you ſhewe, 
whatcouncils toke bppon thepm to 
talke of this popiſh and pzteſtiy aps 
paraple.thatyou wte of. "PW 
C Foz holy days Sabbati® a Jew 
did his part,he cauſed ſtrife 4 trou- 
ble : and foz the ſame matter there 
was variance betwene Policrates 
and Uictoz : But you knowe, that 
*  Frineus greatly inyſltked their dif- 
code, bycauſe that diuerſitte either {| 
41 holy dayes 02 allyng days bzea» — | 
kethnot thebonde oftel "ola neof— | 
Chaiſtis feithe. vohat do Capmee 
ne-Heh be bis letters to-J 


riee eh benoteuencheſae.chs 
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"THE EPISTLE or : 
S | werequiree He requireth a teans | 
: 8 tn ceremonies. Doth he not alſola- 
= - ment, thatthe burdepn of cere ke 
nies be mozeheuye vnto bs, 
ter were any to the Jewes e "had 
woldehedo riolde whanall thynge 
is donefo2 the ſeruynge of mennes 
_ appetite, fozambition, and toz de- 
fire of lucre- 

C Igapnſteſuchefoolyſſhe trifles 
what Þ p2ay you ſaith eſatas, what 
Feremias, what Amos the pzophe- 
tes: Eſaias fo:fawe theſe ceremo= 
nyes, and theſeyuell cuſtomes, he 
ſawe, that vapne vanitie Quide fo= 
towe the deſtruction of the Jewes, 
_ whichehe ſheweth erp:eſſelpe : and 
_ pet wemakeas though we redde of 
 nofuchethynge. 
CHereiIle not what you canne 
layeagaynſte vs, moze than the auy- 
 thoztie of the a a 

ole 
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| whoſe auctozitie wewold wereſafe; 


alwatis be one ſpectal pointn thela 


and in ful ſtrength.'/But thismuſte 


wes of the church, that pzeſtes tyue = 


wel and teache wel,that they bep2e- | 
ſente 4 abyde vpon theyz benefices, 
« that all they be.-depoſed, whirye 
hauegoten any thyngein thechur- | 
 cheby moneye;:Neyther he ſhoulde 
Haue any beneftce.with cure, whom 
thecourtecarieth:from it, ozhe that 
leaueth his flocke, andfoloweth au 
Hauke, paickynge to the partrige 40 
Fede of pzeachynge to his parylthe. 
F02as longe as thele thynges are 
fuffered vnpuniſhed,howe isit pol- 
ſible relygion to bekepte, and cere- 
montes vnabuſed- Fozlet theleſte 
parte be ones1nyſvſed, and therelte 
eannotlong continue ſafe.Butyou 
woll not touche the diſeaſes, thatye 
wereſet to ſeke foze:notherye eu 


THE EP!STLE OF | 
| fuffrethepartis ſoozegrened, tobe 
healed. Ye eſteme'moze the [mooke. 
ofthe ſenſars, bowynges and crou- 
chynges, moze the apparaylle that 
mengotn, than yedo theknowlege 
of rightreligton,ozthe feacc of god, 
oz Hts Honour: where as. in deede, 
thelechynges are'of neceſſitte;'and 
the other fo: theſoulehelth ww 4x. 
at all. Neuer theleſſe they mayer 
ſomecaſe be ſuffered, and are tollez 
_ rable;butthelethat J (hal nowre- 
_Herle, can nother be wpnked at; noz 
therdefended, agnotto aknowlege 
the abuſe of the ſacrament of the al: 
tare: and the abuſe of ceremonyes, 
asthatmonkes and paiſtes haueli- 
bertyetolpue vnchaſte and vnclen= 
Iy : and thoſe that endeuour theym 
ſelfes to amende tt, tobe troubled, 
peand tuged of you vnwozthy tobe 
inthe company of good menne..xoe 
15103 Tg gs _ 


1OHan STVRMIVS: . 


ar careful prof dation?” - 


tugement: we gonot about to bzeke 
the ceremonies, lpectally thoſe,that 
may ſtande with Chaiſtts relpygt 
we pzomple yon to kepe them 


onely do you this fo: your parte, ſee v5 


that thoſe thntges be reſtozed, with: 

out the whiche neyther the dignitte 
of the churche, nother the auctozitte 
of Chitſtts name cancontinue, 
4. Nowe here J wol come vnto an 


other poynte,thatmocheletteth our 


agrement,.Yecomplayne greately, 
that we be ouer tyubbozne and rude, 
and that weintende to deſtroy aliu- 
rtsdictton, atid to takeawaye all rt- 
ches frome the churche. This yo 
ſay, may notbeſuffred, Foz ittsan 
.atinctente cuſtome; that noblemen, 
that come of great ſtockes,behono- 
rably p:omoted;from whom logret 
romodities can not be taken away, 
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